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Who am I?



A Few Things to Note

• Take breaks, stretch, eat, drink, doodle – do whatever 
you need to do!

• This event is being recorded.
• There will be breaks for questions and a Q&A at the 

end of the event. Feel free to drop your questions in 
the chat!

• The History of Teejop/UW-Madison’s early history
• Housing Discrimination
• Resistance & Protest

• A lot of history… but not all the history.
• Content warning





The UW-Madison Public History Project aims 
to recover and acknowledge the history of 
exclusion on campus through the voices of 
those who experienced and resisted it.



Reckoning (noun)

1. The action or process of calculating or estimating 
something

2. A person’s view, opinion, or judgement
3. A bill or account, or its settlement



The Treaty of 1832

Resource: wisconsinfirstnations.org

Resource: oursharedfuture.wisc.edu



“Land Grab” University

Resource: landgrabu.org



Indigenous “culture” without Indigenous peoples



Notable “Firsts” – What can we know?

First Native American man to attend UW-Madison

Thomas “Ted” St. Germaine (1904)

One of the earliest Mexican men to graduate

William “Cesar” Terrazas (1906)



Notable “Firsts”

William Noland (1875) Mable Watson Raimey (1918)

First African American male graduate First African American female graduate 



Notable “Firsts” and Access

First woman to graduate

Belle Case La Follette (1897)

First Native American person and first 
Native American woman to graduate

Mary Dooley (1946)Mable Watson Raimey (1918)  

First African American female graduate 

21 years 28 years

49 years



Question Break 1



Housing Discrimination at UW



Mildred Gordon



Arthur Burke



Arthur Burke



Carson Gulley



Housing Discrimination at UW



Question Break 2



Resistance & Protest at UW-Madison

Resource: https://www.library.wisc.edu/archives/exhibits/campus-history-projects/



The Dow Protests



The Dow Protests



The 1969 Black Student Strike

Resource: https://news.wisc.edu/black-student-strike/



The 1969 Black Student Strike

“If we’re setting up a program to teach 
all whites to feel sorry for blacks, most 
students would pass a qualifying exam 
for placement with flying colors.” 
– Warren Lehman, Law Professor

The report is a “momentary response 
to political pressure,” an admission to 
the “militant minority” 
– Bernard Cohen & E. David Cronon, Professors 
and Authors of the Minority Report



The 1969 Black Student Strike



International Concerns



Anti-Racism Protests of the 1980s



The ROTC Protests 1990















Reckoning (noun)

1. The action or process of calculating or estimating 
something

2. A person’s view, opinion, or judgement
3. A bill or account, or its settlement



Public History Project Blog



Public History Project Instagram

@uwpublichistoryproject



“History is not merely something to be read. ... On the contrary, 
the great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it 
within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, 

and history is literally present in all that we do.”
--James Baldwin, 1965



Call To Action

Want to get involved?
Have questions?
Something you think we should look into?

Contact us! publichistoryproject@wisc.edu
Visit our website at publichistoryproject.wisc.edu
Follow us on Instagram @uwpublichistoryproject


